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T
he retail real estate world
in metropolitan Kansas
City began its return from

the wreckage of the Great Re-
cession last year, but it’s still a
bumpy road, and there may be
more casualties in 2012.

That’s the word from Lane4
Property Group, which recently
issued its 2012 Kansas City
Retail Report, an around-the-
horn review of retail devel-
opment in the area. The re-
spected development firm said
it was hard to pin down when
things began turning around
last year, but life did return to
the market, at least in most
areas.

“The recovery may still be
tenuous and inconsistent, but it
is certainly a welcome improve-
ment,” Lane4 reported.

Still, don’t expect much in the
way of new retail development
to occur, particularly around the
outer edges of the area, and
there are some shopping cen-
ters in nonprime locations that
will probably face foreclosure in
2012. No names were men-
tioned.

“Many retail projects are still in
precarious condition — espe-
cially those with developers
that bet on continued resi-
dential growth in outlying areas
or those that are not anchored
by a top-tier retailer,” according
to Lane4.

The underlying theme is that
for quality retail developments
in good locations, leasing is
picking up nicely.

“The trend most identified last
year, a flight to quality, is con-
tinuing apace,” Lane4 reported. 

The Country Club Plaza, which
got a black eye with its ill-fated
foray into office development,
did quite well when it focused
on its core interests. Lane4 said
the venerable shopping center
had a “banner leasing year”
attracting desirable retail ten-
ants, including H&M, Michael
Kors, Kate Spade and Sur la
Table. 

The restaurant scene on the
Plaza was sizzling too, with new
tenants including Seasons 52,
Coal Vines and Gram & Dun.
Lane4, which has its offices in
the Plaza, also predicted a good
year ahead.

Here’s a summary of the other
area categories:

❚ Northwest Kansas City:
Healthy and stable, with pros-
pects for two large-format re-
tailers opening in the Missouri
152 corridor this year.

❚ Northeast Kansas City: One of
the few areas with new devel-
opment. Look for a large-format
retailer near Interstate 35 and
Missouri 152, and additional
retailers coming to the Liberty
Triangle.

❚ South Kansas City: Ward
Parkway was boosted by land-
ing Trader Joe’s. AMC is remod-
eling its movie complex. Look
for a Marshalls HomeGoods at
the center and new retailers to
go up on the site of the demol-
ished Dillard’s.

❚ Southeast trade area: Steady
growth. Summit Fair reduced its
vacancies, and a new grocery-
anchored center will open in
Belton.

❚ East Jackson County: Lots of
relocations. The Independence
Center mall continues to do
well, and a major large-format
retailer is expected next to the
Bass Pro development.

❚ North Johnson County: Wal-
Mart’s decision to locate in
Mission Gateway jumpstarts
development, and construction
is under way at Mission Cross-
ing. The former Circuit City
center in Merriam may be rede-
veloped, and Oak Park Mall
remains one of the area’s stron-
gest retail hubs.

❚ South Johnson County: The
bankrupt Corbin Park project at
135th Street and Metcalf Avenue
was bought and renamed Aspen
Square. The shopping area

around 119th Street and Roe
Avenue remains robust with
leasing up at Park Place, and
One Nineteen adds Trader Joe’s,
Standard Style and other up-
scale tenants.

❚ Wyandotte County: Legends
has financial struggles, but it
completes its transformation to
an outlet format with new ten-
ants, including Polo and Saks
Off 5th. Sam’s Club will open
this year at the Plaza at the
Speedway. Hollywood Casino
opens next month, and the
39Rainbow retail development
is going up near the University
of Kansas Medical Center.

The report also listed taxable
sales by county, with Johnson
County leading the pack with
$4.4 billion in sales through the
first half of 2011, up 3.5 percent
from the same period the previ-
ous year.

It was followed by Jackson
County, $3.9 billion, up 1.7 per-
cent; Clay, $1.2 billion, up 1.26
percent; Wyandotte, $874 mil-
lion, up 3 percent; Platte, $673
million, up 1.7 percent; Douglas,
$622 million, up 1.8 percent;
Cass, $426 million, down 1.2
percent; Leavenworth, $247.8
million, up 2.2 percent; and
Miami, $128.4 million, up 4.5
percent.

A few trends noted by Lane4
were the downsizing of what’s
called the “big box” category of
stores as Internet shopping
continues to grow. Also on the
Internet theme, retailers will
need to provide more of a fun
shopping experience and per-
sonalized service to compete as
more and more shoppers go
online.

Managers of retail develop-
ments also are going after other
types of tenants to fill space,
including restaurants, medical
services, fitness clubs and edu-
cational users. 

Lane4 concludes that this year
will continue the slow and
steady improvement of 2011.

“Deals may not be fun or lucra-
tive, but at least they happen
and will likely occur with more
frequency,” the report said.
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es at The Blue Line, patrons will
get special prices on shots for
several minutes. 

A father and son plan to open
the hockey-theme sports bar in
the River Market, 529 Walnut
St., former home of Thirsty’s
Cantina. It is to open in about
30 to 45 days.

The Blue Line will feature an
outside smoker for barbecue. A
game room will include air
hockey and darts.

Thirsty’s Cantina recently
closed in the River Market
space after nearly two years in
the district. The owners could
not be reached for comment.

❚ Bennie Vitale of Vitale Real-
tors has negotiated a new lease
for the former Jack Gage Amer-
ican Tavern space at 5031 Main
St. A local partnership plans to
open a neighborhood restaurant
and bar in the spot, but they are
not ready to announce a name,
menu or opening date, saying it
was too early in the process.

❚ Tommy’s Family Grill & Bar,
6221 N. Chestnut Ave., Glad-
stone, planned to close late
Monday. Tommy’s was a casual,
Cascone’s-owned restaurant

and sports bar. A Cascone’s
spokeswoman said a barbecue
is to open in the space Sunday. 

❚ The Big Biscuit Co. will open
in the former Le Peep space in
Prairie Village. The owners plan
to remodel the restaurant at
5400 W. 95th St. for a spring
opening. The restaurants serve
breakfast and lunch.

❚ The Sweet Tooth Cupcakery
and Dessert Shop opened Satur-
day at 3100D S. Missouri 7, Blue
Springs. The shop specializes in
made-from-scratch desserts,
including 11 cupcake flavors
year-round and three different
flavors each season, five differ-
ent cookie flavors, and gelato
this summer. The Sweet Tooth
has been in business since Au-
gust 2010 but was only available
for special orders and large
events.

❚ Panera Bread plans to open its
new Brookside location, at
Brookside Plaza and 63rd Street,
in early April. Demolition of the
interior could start this week.
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